
Complexa 263  

Complexa
Portuguese cross making light, workaday wines on  

the island of Madeira.

B E R R Y  C O L OU  R :•••••
o r i g i n s  a n d  p are   n t a g e

This (castelão × Tintinha) × muscat of hamburg cross was bred by José Leão Ferreira de 
Almeida at the Estação Agronómica Nacional in Oeiras near Lisboa, Portugal, in the 1960s and 
introduced to Madeira in the 1970s as an alternative to Tinta Negra (negramoll). The true 
identity of Tintinha is uncertain since it is both a synonym for petit bouschet and the name 
of a distinct variety whose DNA profile in Almadanim et al. (2004) is unique.

Transalpine natural crossings between completer (Graubünden) and bondola (Ticino) and 
between Completer and humagne  (Valais) gave birth in Switzerland to varieties of strictly local 
interest, with Humagne making the French connection. The connections with unknown varieties 
(?) show that himbertscha and colombaud could also theoretically be parent and offspring, 
respectively, of Humagne (see p x).

Himberstcha Lafnetscha BondolettaHitzkircher

Humagne

Colombaud

Completer Bondola

  Valais (Switzerland)         Graubünden (Switzerland)         Ticino (Switzerland)       

  Luzern (Switzerland)         Provence (France)
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